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'a corresponding formula in the vernacular. The Phila-
delphia Conference adopted for this purpose the for-
mula : " Be thou consecrated to me according to the
law of God." H

G.   THE   RITUAL.

The established benedictions (the JBerchath Amain
preceding and the Berchoth Nissu-in following the act
of giving the ring) are, in general, retained in the He-
brew language, omitting only the references to Jerusalem.
In the ritual of some reform congregations, those bene-
dictions are replaced by new prayers in the vernacular. (2)
Some modern rabbis have also done away with the cus-
tom of using a <eup of wine at the marriage ceremony.
This ancient custom, though certainly not essential, has
received a beautiful symbolical meaning, which might
recommend its preservation.

2.  CIVIL MARRIAGE.

Under rabbinical autonomy and jurisdiction, a Jewish
marriage was recognized as only then complete and law-
ful when contracted strictly according to the forms pre-
scribed in the Talmudic Code. (3) In modern time,

(1)  Protokolle, pp. 22-25.

(2)  The ancient Wedding Ritual is found in LEESER'S Prayer Book,
p. 216,.   As to the modern Rituals used in the American Jewish con-
gregations, see EINHORN'S Prayer Book, German, p. 441 ;   English,
p. 351 ; HUEBSCH'S Prayer Book I., p. 230 ;   SZOLD AND JASTROW'S
Prayer Book for Domestic Service, p. 60.

(3)  See Ebea Ha-Ezer XXVI. 1.